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Our Promise to Kaitiaki
In the spirit of partnership, protection and co-operation, Ngā Taonga                   
acknowledges Kaitiaki rights to speak for their Taonga Māori. Our relationships 
with Kaitiaki are based on the following principles:

Mana Taonga 
Taonga Māori possess mana and mauri. Kaitiakitanga fosters the retention of 
mātauranga Māori and ancestral connections.

We provide opportunities for Kaitiaki whānau, hapū and iwi to reconnect with 

their taonga, and contribute descriptions in our catalogue.

Mana Tūturu
Mana tūturu is the perpetual spiritual and cultural guardianship exercised by     
Kaitiaki over their taonga. 

Guardianship and cultural property rights co-exist, augmenting legally protected 

relationships with Taonga Māori.

Manaakitanga 
Respect, generosity and care underpin our relationships with Kaitiaki and          
discussions about appropriate access and reuse of their taonga.

We seek clearance from Kaitiaki to ensure that access requests do not              

compromise the mana of their taonga.

He Pātaka Tūturu 
Ngā Taonga provides a secure, climate-controlled storehouse for the physical care, 
protection and preservation of Taonga Māori.

We work with Kaitiaki to provide archival and technical expertise in the care of 
audiovisual taonga.
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